
 

 

We know it’s hard to resist those big 
brown eyes but when it comes to 
sharing, some treats are best shared only 
with the human members of the family.  
We’re talking CHOCOLATE. Eating 
chocolate can lead to serious illness or 
even death for our furry friends. 

If you’d really like to spoil your pet ask us 
about safe and yummy treats.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU  
SUSPECT POISONING?
If you suspect your pet may have 
ingested a toxin including chocolate in 
any form, for example baked goods, 
please contact the clinic immediately. 

HAPPY EASTER, BUT PLEASE 
DON’T SHARE YOUR TREATS
Chocolate Easter eggs are no fun for your furry friends

• Onions and garlic
• Pear pips, plum 

kernels, peaches and 
apricots, apple seed 
pips (can result in 
cyanide poisoning)

• Potato peelings and 
green potatoes

• Rhubarb leaves 
• Mouldy or spoiled 

foods
• Alcohol 
• Yeast dough 

• Paracetamol   
• Coffee grounds, 

beans and tea
• Hops (used in home 

brewing)
• Tomato leaves and 

stems (green parts)
• Corn cobs
• Raisins and grapes 
• Cigarettes, tobacco
•	Lily	flowers	
• Macadamia nuts

POTENTIAL PET TOXINS INCLUDE:

Did you know this is the 
most common time of 
the year for poisoning to 
occur in pets? While we 
may enjoy lots of chocolate 
treats at Easter they are 
toxic to our pets. Download 
our emergency app - its 
free!

We have some timely 
information on how to keep 
your pets safe this Easter 
and some great product 
specials and vouchers to 
redeem at the clinic for 
puppies and kittens. We 
are looking forward to 
seeing you soon!

At Moonee Central Vet 
you can always trust our 
professional team to care 
for your pet.

Happy Easter from all the 
team at Moonee Central 
Vet.

BE PREPARED: For further information on chocolate 
toxicity and other emergencies, simply download the 
“First-aid for Pets (Australia)” app. It’s free!

 
INSIDE l HEALTH BENEFITS OF PETS l HEARTWORM PROTECTION l PETS’ GOOD FOOD GUIDE l EASTER SAVINGS

WELCOME TO OUR AUTUMN   ISSUE!

AUTUMN 2016 ISSUE

Vets
pets 11 Everage St, Moonee Ponds VIC 3039

(03) 9375 7955 | mooneecentralvet.com.au

Vetcentric newsletter Autumn 2016 FINAL_Moonee.indd   1 22/02/2016   3:51 pm



 

 

Heartworm disease is a serious and 
potentially fatal parasite. Heartworm 
can infect pets such as dogs, cats, 
ferrets but also wildlife such as foxes. 
Fox numbers are on the rise and with it 
the potential risk to our pets.

Heartworm is transmitted from an 
infected animal to an unprotected 
pet by mosquitos, therefore making it 
difficult	to	avoid.

Heartworm is often called ‘the silent 
killer’ as sometimes there are no 
obvious symptoms -- although signs 
of infection include lethargy and 
coughing and can lead to heart failure.

IS MY PET AT RISK? 
The simple answer is YES. Should your 
pet become infected diagnosis can be 
tricky and treatment risky but the good 
news is, heartworm is easy to prevent. 
Ask us about prevention!

IS YOUR PET MAKING  
YOU HEALTHIER?

Did you know pets can lower your blood 
pressure, and for children, owning a pet 
can reduce the risk of developing allergies 
later in life? In fact, when it comes to pet 
ownership	the	proven	health	benefits	for	
people include:

l physical improvements
l mental and emotional improvements
l enhancing social skills
l decreasing a person’s risk of heart attack
l lowering a child’s likelihood of developing 
related allergies
l strengthen human resilience through 
times of crisis, persistent adversity and 
disruptive transitions.

Top	five	reasons	to	have	a	pet	in	your	life:	

1. AN INSTANT ICEBREAKER  
Whether they’re with you or you’re just 
discussing them, pets provide a great 
means to interact with others.

2. IMPROVES HEART HEALTH  
Many pet owners would agree that a pet 
can	fill	your	heart	with	love.	So	maybe	it’s	
only	fitting	that	the	presence	of	a	pet	can	
help improve the overall health of that 
organ, too. Research has shown that pet 
owners exhibit decreased blood pressure, 
cholesterol and triglyceride levels, which 
can minimise their risk of heart attack. 

3. GET FIT AND FEEL FABULOUS  
Need a little motivation in the exercise 
department? Dogs can act as the perfect 
personal trainer with their daily walk.

4. PETS HELP FIGHT DEPRESSION  
Not only are pets known for offering 
unconditional love but they also give a 
sense of purpose and companionship.

5. PROVIDE ENORMOUS JOY 
Research now documents the value 
of the human-animal bond in child 
development, elderly care, mental illness, 
physical impairment, dementia, abuse and 
trauma recovery, and the rehabilitation of 
incarcerated youths and adults.

NO LOVE FOR 
HEARTWORM

It’s	true!	Pets	have	lots	of	health	benefits	for	their	humans. 

10
SIGNS OF 
HEART 
FAILURE  
IN DOGS

HEARTWORM CYCLE

Your beloved pet can have heart 
problems just like humans. Dr 
David Neck from the Australian 
Veterinary Association says that if 
congestive heart failure is caught 
early there are a range of treat-
ments that can slow the progres-
sion. Owners often miss the signs 
because they dismiss behaviours 
like ‘slowing down’ as ageing.

Know the symptoms so you can 
get the help your pet needs. 

Signs to look out for include:

1  COUGHING – minor coughs 
tend to last a few days. Seek our 
advice if it lasts longer.

2  DIFFICULTY BREATHING – 

including shortness of breath, 
laboured or rapid breathing. 
Contact us if concerned.

3  CHANGES IN BEHAVIOUR – 
such as tiring easily, being less 
playful or being more withdrawn.

4  POOR APPETITE – especially if 
combined with other symptoms.

5  WEIGHT LOSS OR GAIN –  
some dogs with heart disease 
develop a bloated abdomen.

6  FAINTING – call us immediately 
if your dog faints.

7  WEAKNESS – if combined with 
other symptoms there could be 
something else going on.

8  RESTLESSNESS – particularly  
at night.

9  OEDEMA – swelling of the  
body, particularly in the abdomen.

The larvae 
develop, 

migrate to the 
heart and grow 

to adults

Adults live in 
and around 
the heartReproduction 

occurs and 
larvae enter the 
animal’s blood 

stream

Larvae taken 
by a mosquito 

and transmitted 
to another dog 

or cat

Mosquitoes 
inject larvae 

into skin

DOWNLOAD: “Dogs Heart Resting respiratory app”. 
This app allows the user to count and record resting 
respiratory rate for a number of pets and interface 
the data with our clinic. It’s free!

10  ISOLATION – distancing  
 itself from you and other pets.
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Why do we recommend premium pet 
foods for your pet?

u Higher quality ingredients are used.

u Premium foods allow greater digestibility, 
better nutrient absorption and smaller stools.

u Correct balance of nutrients means your pet 
gets what it needs to reach its potential.

u Optimal amounts of added nutrients – 
vitamins and minerals may be added to 
ensure	maximum	benefit	from	very	mouthful.

u Some added ingredients can promote 
healthy teeth and intestines.  

While feeding the best pet food is important 

-- too much can cause problems with 
overweight pets living shorter lives and being 
at greater risk of developing joint problems 
than pets within healthy weight ranges. 
Check with us how much to feed your pet. 

Food can also be medicine. Did you know 
we have special veterinary diets that can be 
prescribed to treat conditions such as obesity, 
skin problems, dental disease, heart and 
kidney problems, arthritis and diabetes?

We now have a new food to help dogs 
who suffer from stress-induced tummy 
upsets. Ask us if Hill’s Stress i/d 
would help your dog. 

 

 

THE GOOD FOOD 
GUIDE FOR PETS

PUPPY 
LOVE

NEW 
KITTEN?

15% OFF KITTEN 
VACCINATION + 15% 

OFF DE-SEXING

$15 DISCOUNT on any size of new 
Hill’s Canine Stress i/d or Hill’s Feline 

c/d dry food or full slabs of cans.

Offer valid until 31 March 2016

PLUS YOU WILL GET ONE 
MONTH’S FREE REVOLUTION 

FLEA TREATMENT WORTH 
OVER $17!

Offer valid until 31st March 2016 or 
while stocks last, for kittens under 6 

months of age only at  
Moonee Central Vet.

We know that a good balanced diet is important for our health - 
and the same is true for our pets.

SPECIAL DIET DOG TREATS (Makes approx. 24)

PETS  
ON SPECIAL 
DIETS DON’T 

NEED TO 
MISS OUT! 

1. In a blender, add 2 cups of dry  
food, eg Hill’s® Prescription Diet® 
products, and grind into a powder. 

2. Pour powder into a mixing bowl  
and gradually add 1 to 1¼ cups of 
water, stirring until it forms a dough. 

3. Shape into individual ‘treats’ or 
cookies (or use cookie cutters!) and 
flatten the dough using the back of  
a spoon. 

4. Place treats on an ungreased 
cookie sheet and oven bake at 180°C 
for 30 minutes or until crispy. 

5. Store baked treats in a refrigerator 
and discard after 5 to 7 days.   

NOTE: Homemade 
treats should not 
exceed 5% of your  
pet’s total daily intake.

Not suitable for 
freezing.

EASTER 
SAVINGS

PLUS YOU WILL GET A FREE 
EUKANUBA 3KG PUPPY 
FOOD WORTH $38.50! 

Offer valid until 31st March 2016 or 
while stocks last, for puppies under 6 

months of age only at  
Moonee Central Vet.

15% OFF PUPPY  
VACCINATION + 15% 

OFF DE-SEXING
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AUTUMN SAVINGS
10 % OFF ADVOCATE  

THREE MONTHS FREE 
REVOLUTION

ROYAL CANIN SPECIAL

Offer valid until 31 March 2016

Offer valid until 31 March 2016

Offer valid until 31 March 2016

Offer valid until 31 March 2016

Buy any three-month or six-month pack of Advocate 
and get 10% off.

Buy 12 months worth of Revolution 
and get three months free.

Applies to bags over 
12kg only. 

SPOIL YOUR CAT WITH 
25% OFF
Buy any four Royal Canin  
feline wet sachets for the 
price of three.

SAVE
$20

SAVE $20 ON HILL’S 
SCIENCE DIET + HILL’S 
VET ESSENTIALS

25% 
OFF

BONUS  
3 MONTHS

SUPPLY

10% 
OFF

EASTER OPENING HOURS
Thursday 24th March 7am - 7pm
Friday 25th March [Good Friday]- closed
Saturday 26th March [Easter Saturday] - closed
Sunday 27th March [Easter Sunday] - closed
Monday 28th March [Easter Monday] - closed
Tuesday 29th March 7am -7pm

www.mooneecentralvet.com.au

MOONEE CENTRAL  
VETERINARY CLINIC
11 Everage St, Moonee Ponds 
VIC 3039
(03) 9375 7955
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